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òFor that which is first imagined, later becomesó

Merry Christmas Greetings from Mozambique

He came to earth that first Christmas morn
A gift from God, for us a Son was born

A little boy, wrapped against the cold
To fulfill a prophecy, a vision foretold

A special gift, impossible to understand
Unless you have faith and walk hand in hand

In return, what is it we are asked to do
In return for these blessings to me and to you

He simply asks, not for sacrifices or bended knee
But love your fellow man, as though he were me.

Verse by Joe Williams 

Christmas Greetings from us all here at Imagine.  The time continues to pass at a rapid 
pace and we bring you a little news of what we have been getting up to during the last 
few months.

At the beginning of October, it was with 
much joy that we welcomed back Imelda 
Escalona.  Imelda had been with Imagine 
for 6 years, supported by VSO, and was 
very much instrumental in setting up all 
the work programmeswithin Katembe.  
She had left Mozambique mid 2010 and 
took a year out to deal with to some 
health issues.  She is still building her 
strength up and is taking things gently, 
while helping out with preparation of 

our accounts ready for auditing. 
Imelda is really enjoying being back with
the children at the family homes and they too are enjoying having Tia Imelda back.
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We celebrated Imagine Family Day on the 8th October and started our day by laying 
flowers at the cemetaryŦƻǊ WƻŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ άƎƻƛƴƎ 
ƘƻƳŜέΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ CǊΦ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
have the Mother Teresa sisters come across and join us for the day.  Then it was on 
to do some good actions!  Firstly we handed over a new home to the Chauque
family, giving it in honor of Elisabeth Dickson.    It was so lovely to see all the 
community coming to celebrate  with this very poor family.  They had been on our 
list for far too long and it was wonderful to be able to improve their circumstances 
in such a positive way.  

It was then down to the family homes to have fun and games with the
children. Imagine family day is a day when staff can bring their families to meet 
each other and for us to give thanks for the special work we are blessed to do.  
New staff uniforms of tee-shirts, caps & capulanasmade everyone feel part of the 
united family of Imagine.  Friends from Maputo supported the day by providing 
lunch of beef hotpot & rice for us all to enjoy.  We  were serviced up a feast  and a 
wonderful day was had by all.

Imagine Family Day ς8th October



Family Homes Shopping Trip for Christmas 
Clothes

It takes master planning to take 50 children shopping for their 
Christmas clothes!  Taking 2 vehicles across to Maputo we 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻǾŜǊ н ŘŀȅǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
day out for the children and an exhausting day out for us 
adults!  However we completed our mission and had some 
very happy children at the end of each day!  The children are 
allowed to chose 2 sets of tops/bottoms/underwear/shoes.  
The rest of the year we manage with second hand clothes, but 
for Christmas we try to provide new.  Special thanks to all who 
help to make this happen.     

The wedding of parents David & Rita on the 

26th November brought much excitement to the family 
homes.  The Government organisedfor 30 couples from 
Katembeto take their wedding vows all together at a special 
ceremony in Maputo on Friday 25th November.  That was a 
sight to behold!  The big ferry was reserved for the wedding 
parties and a short trip up the river was included.  After the 
signing, a wedding reception and lunch was held for all the 
happy couples & close family members.  Most of the couples 
have been together for many years.  On the following day 
David & Rita had their 
church wedding and the 
reception afterwards was 
held in the Family Homes 
Activity Centre.  Everyone
agreed  that the happy 
couple looked stunning. 
Their dream finally came true.                      

Lots of happiness but for the little ones it was all too much!



Family Homes ςChristmas Party
On the 1st December we held the Christmas party for the children.  Presents had been bought 
for each child and a special system organised(by Imelda, who wrapped all 50 presents up!) to 
allow the child to pick a number and then they had to find the gift with their number on!  It 
certainly added to the excitement for them all.  Here we only give 1 present each!  Wonder if 
that would be a good plan for children in other parts of the world?

Also for those children who had passed their class to the next level, there was a special prize.  
Unfortunately this year the number of children not passing class rose.  Extra attention will be 
given in the coming year to help with children who are falling behind at school.  An award was 
given to Vasco for his commitment to help in the garden area and with the animals.  He did 
this of his own accord without being asked and his behavior is a wonderful example to the 
other children.  

The children where all wearing the new clothes and the girls looked beautiful with their 
braided hair.  It is really amazing to see these young girls and boys all growing up so quickly.  
They really are a very good bunch of children and generally they are well behaved.

Email: lorraine.williams@imaginemozambique.org
Website: www.imaginemozambique.org

Finally I would just like to finish off this year with deepest thanks to all our supporters, near 
and far.  Thanks to all who support us locally.  To the faithful, who pray for us and hold us in 
their hearts.   To the Churches, Trusts and Schools in UK who help us and to the many 
individuals who have made a personal commitment.  Also to those who have undertaken 
special events during the year.   God Bless You all - ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
pray for us to continue keeping our eyes on God and knowing that He is the provider of all 
things.  All things are possible through God who strengthens us.

Wishing you and your family a wonderful and blessed Christmas
and much joy and peace in the New Year.    

with Love & God Bless
Lorraine & all here at Imagine 

Celio presenting Santos & Pedro - for doing 
well in their studies
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